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The goal of the N

ational Latin Exam
 is to provide an opportunity for students to 

dem
onstrate their know

ledge of Latin and the Rom
an w

orld on a test consisting of 40 
m

ultiple-choice questions. The exam
 focuses on the student’s ability to read and 

com
prehend Latin as outlined in the A

m
erican C

lassical League’s Standards for Classical 
Languages. 

 
The first section of the exam

 tests a student’s know
ledge of gram

m
ar and vocabulary 

in the com
prehension of Latin. The next section of the exam

 assesses a student’s 
know

ledge of the Rom
an w

orld as outlined in the syllabus. The questions on the final 
section are based on inform

ation contained in a passage in Latin. The Latin V
-V

I exam
 is 

based entirely on passages in Latin. 

 
The N

LE syllabus describes in general term
s the level of reading com

prehension and 
content included on each level of the exam

. 

 
Please note the follow

ing: 


Since the exam

 is given during the second w
eek in M

arch, the syllabus 
is not designed to serve as a curriculum

 for a full year’s w
ork. 


A

ny level m
ay contain questions based on the content of low

er levels. 


In general, the exam

 is designed to em
phasize com

prehension of Latin 
rather than the production of form

s. 


Except on the Level V

-V
I exam

, students are not required to identify 
gram

m
atical constructions. 

 
The N

ational Latin Exam
 Syllabus is m

eant to be a descriptive guide and not a finite 
list of item

s to be tested. 
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WHAT LEVEL EXAM SHOULD MY STUDENTS TAKE? 

My Students… Intro Latin I Latin II Latin III 
Latin III-
IV Prose 

Latin III-
IV Poetry Latin V-VI 

ar of a two-year Latin I program.       

year of a two-year Latin I program.       

Latin I program.       

      

d have translated primarily adapted Latin passages 
      

d have translated primarily authentic Latin 
      

      

beyond.       

LATIN V-VI EXAM 
The Latin V-VI Exam consists of passages of Latin prose and poetry with multiple-choice 
questions on grammar and comprehension, literary devices, meter, historical background, and 
classical literature in general. Students read passages of authentic prose and poetry with 
appropriate assistance. Based on their knowledge of the Latin language and of the ancient 
world, they are asked to interpret the meaning of the passages and relate the content to the 
historic and social context of the time. 

The exam requires that students recognize and understand features of style and meter in the 
passages on the exam. Derivatives are based on the vocabulary in the passages. Scansion 
questions pertain to dactylic hexameter and elegiac couplet. Selections are drawn from authors 
of diverse literary periods and genres, e.g., Cicero, Livy, Horace, Ovid, Pliny, and Latin 
writers from later periods. 

CONTACT THE NLE 

National Latin Exam 
University of Mary Washington 

1301 College Avenue 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 22401 

Tel: (888) 378-7721 ~ Fax: (540) 654-1567 

E-mail: nle@umw.edu ~ Website: www.nle.org 

 

WHAT LEVEL EXAM SHOULD MY STUDENTS TAKE? 

My Students… Intro Latin I Latin II Latin III 
Latin III-
IV Prose 

Latin III-
IV Poetry Latin V-VI 

Are in the first year of a two-year Latin I program.       

Are in the second year of a two-year Latin I program.       

Are in a one-year Latin I program.       

Are in Latin II.       

Are in Latin III and have translated primarily adapted Latin passages 
or stories. 

      

Are in Latin III and have translated primarily authentic Latin 
literature. 

      

Are in Latin IV.       

Are in Latin V or beyond.       


